
‘Acts – The Church in a Time of Change’ / Wk. 2 / God Changes Everything. 

31/05/20 / Home Group or Personal Bible Study Questions For those in a Home-

Group: Leaders; please feel free to use all or some of these questions for your group 

this week.   

Please read: John 7:37-39 & Acts 2:1-47. (See page 2 for some background info.) 

Additional scriptures could include: John 15:5 – 8, Gal. 5:22 – 23, Ex. 14:15 - 28, Gen. 

2:7, Gen. 15:9 - 20, Ex. 3: 1 – 10, Joel 2: 28 - 32, Psalms 16:8 – 11 7 Ps. 110:1 

 Our speaker on Sunday said, “Tomorrow belongs to the failures.” What do you 

think he meant by that? Do you agree? 

 Have you ever had a time when you thought it was highly unlikely (or maybe 

even, impossible) that God could use you to do anything significant? 

 Are there ever times when you find it hard to grasp that God is for you? 

 There’s an old hymn which has a line that goes, “When we come to the end 

of our hoarded resources, Our Father forgiving has only begun.” Why can it 

sometimes be helpful to come to the end of our ‘hoarded resources?’ (Some 

people say ‘come to the end of your rope’). What do we often learn at that 

point? 

 We also heard in Sunday’s talk a comparison between feeling dry and 

running out of petrol. Sometimes a ‘warning light’ comes on the ‘dashboard’ 

of our lives. What do these warning lights look like for you? Do you always 

recognise them, and what’s the best thing to do when one comes on? 

 Has anyone ever needed a trusted friend (s) to tell them when either you 

haven’t seen the warning light come on, or you have seen it, but have chosen 

to ignore it?  

 In John 7:37-39 Jesus points the way to Pentecost (v39).  We heard about the 

Festival of Tabernacles (sometimes called Shelters or Booths) which contained 

much symbolism about obtaining and pouring our water. With reference to 

‘living water’ our speaker used the comparison of an old fashioned water 

pump. It had to be ‘primed’ before it could produce any flow. What are the 

best ways for you to be ‘primed’?  

 What advice would you give to anyone who desires that the Holy Spirit would 

be more evident in their life? What sort of ‘evidence’ should we be seeing? 

 What sort of things can sometimes stop us being thirsty enough to pursue this 

living water that is available to us all? 

 At Pentecost it says 3000 people responded to what they saw in the believers 

and asked, ‘What do we need to do?’ What do people see in us as 

individuals and as a church that might prompt them to ask this same 

question? 

 Finally, we heard in the talk a story about a violinist who uses the term ‘make 

music from what remains’. In what way are you ‘making music’ from some of 

the struggles you’ve experienced? Ask someone to pray with you that you 

might see how you can do this even more effectively in the days ahead. 



Some background info to Acts 2:1 – 47 

 

Where they were meeting on this occasion is not specified, it might have been the 

upper room or one of the halls in the Temple complex.  

 

The coming of the Spirit produces three phenomena, wind, fire and other 

languages. The Greek word pneuma is used to mean wind or breath or spirit and by 

extension from breath it can signify life.  

 

Wind, as a demonstration of God’s power, had significance for the Jews. When their 

ancestors were fleeing from Egypt God had used a powerful East wind to part the  

Red Sea for them to escape from Pharaoh. (Exodus 14 vv 15 - 28). At Creation, God 

had breathed into Adam’s body and filled him with spirit and life. (Genesis 2 v 7). This 

wind was God breathing life into the new Christian church. 

 

This fire is not the fire of destruction, but the fire of God’s presence. When 

God made the covenant of the land with Abraham, he appeared as a fire 

pot and a flaming torch. (Genesis 15 vv 9 - 20). He appeared as a burning 

bush to Moses (Exodus 3 vv 1 - 10). He went before the Israelites in the 

wilderness as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. (Exodus 13 vv 21 - 

22) 

 

The speaking in many languages was God undoing the division of humanity that he 

caused at the tower of Babel. (Genesis 11 vv 1 - 9) From now on, people all over the 

world would worship God; language would be no barrier. 

 

All these signs referred to important events in Jewish history, all were significant in 

explaining how the coming of the Holy Spirit was changing the relationship between 

God and humanity. 

 

Then Peter stands up and links what they are seeing to the prophecies of 

Joel, the recent miracles of Jesus and the poetry of David. (Joel 2 vv 28 - 32, Psalms 

16 vv 8 - 11 & 110 v 1)  

 

His sermon validates what is happening around them with scripture to prove that 

these things have come from God and he calls for them to respond with 

repentance.  

 

Acts 2 demonstrates the importance of linking feelings with biblical knowledge in 

revival. Peter grounded his sermon in the Old Testament scriptures they knew and 

convicted them of having killed the Messiah that had been awaited for generations. 

No wonder that the result was deep conviction and a change in priorities. 

 

The healthy Christian Community attracted more and more people to Christ. What 

are you doing to make your church the kind of place that will attract others to 

Christ? 


