
August 2nd  Elijah on Mount Carmel:  Questions… 

Key passages: (see over) 1 Kings 18;  verses  15- 18, 21-24 and 30-39   

Additional Scriptures: (see over) 

Josh. 24; 15,  1Cor. 9; 22,  Matt. 10; 14 and 16, Coll. 1; 18, John 14; 6  

Five questions for Home-Groups: 

1. What do you understand by ‘Syncretism’ and why can it be so dangerous for our faith? 

 

2. Suggest some descriptive words for faith which may be positively moderate and some 

which may be negatively moderate. 

 

3. Evangelical Christian Apologist Francis Schaeffer coined the phrase ‘True Truth.’ What do 

you understand by this and how does it relate to the expressions ‘Objective Truth’ and 

Relative Truth? 

 

4. What were the three ‘Altars of faith’ identified in the message that might need to be 

repaired for us, to deepen and develop our relationship with God? 

 

5. What essentials do you identify from Elijah’s prayer, for the Christian church in seeking 

the power of the presence of God?  

 

Additional Questions for individual study – or these can be ‘extras’ for House-Group / 

Home-Group Leaders if required. 

1. Syncretism: Give examples of the fundamental truths of our Christian faith that should 

never be allowed to be compromised. 

 

2. When might a ‘moderate’ expression in sharing our Christian faith be judicious, wise, or 

sensible and when might a firmer, more robust stand for truth be necessary? 

 

3. In what ways can we know that our Christian faith is different from other belief systems 

in that we know it to be objective and reliable as “True Truth?” 

 

4. What might be identified as some of the other ‘Altars of faith’ that could sometimes 

have a need for repair, to enable the continuing development and deepening of our 

personal and corporate relationship with God? 

 

5. What does Elijah’s prayer suggest as essentials (i) for us, as individuals and (ii) 

corporately, as a church, in seeking the power of God’s presence, for ourselves, for our 

church and for our community? 

And lastly:  

An invitation to pray a prayer of response, for renewal and revival,  

beginning with self and including prayer for church and community. 



First Reading: Elijah Goes to meet Ahab…  1 Kings 18; 15- 18 

15 Elijah said, “As the LORD Almighty lives, whom I serve, I will surely present myself to Ahab 

today.”16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 When 

Ahab saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 

18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. You 

have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the people 

from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of 

Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 

Second Reading: Elijah on Mount Carmel… 1 Kings 18; 21-24 

21 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the 

Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 22 Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of 

the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let 

Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but 

not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it.  

24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who 

answers by fire—he is God.”  

Then, all the people said, “What you say is good.” 

Josh 24;15 “If serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves whom you will 

serve,  the gods your ancestors served, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.” 

1 Corinthians 9;22…   “To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all 

people so that by all possible means I might save some.” 

Matt 10;14 and 16 “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town 

and shake the dust off your feet…!” and, be  “wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” 

Third Reading: The Lord God answers Elijah’s prayer…  1 Kings 18; 30-39 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the 

altar of the LORD, which had been torn down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes 

descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Your name shall be 

Israel.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it 

large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces, and laid it 

on the wood.  

Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.”34 

“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third 

time. 35 The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 

36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “LORD, the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant 

and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people 

will know that you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.” 38 Then the 

fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked 

up the water in the trench. 

Colossians 1; 18 “Christ is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 

from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.” 

John 14; 6 “I am the way, the truth and the life … no one comes to the Father except through me” 


