
 

 

Week 7 

I AM THE TRUE 

VINE 
 

 

 

 



Intro  

 

NT Fulfillment: John 15:1-6 

Synopsis: Here in the last I Am statement, Jesus speaks of a vine, a common OT symbol for 

Israel (God’s people). The language of the unfruitful branches is tied to Israel as the desolate 

vineyard in Isaiah 5, but Jesus says the people of God have life and fruit now by being in 

him, as pictured in Isaiah 27:2-6. Jesus is not simply saying Christians are fruitful by resting 

in him (though this is true), but he’s making the redemptive-historical claim he is the new 

Israel. 

He both fulfills Israel’s destiny (because Israel never could) and is the one in whom the 

people of God find true, flourishing, fruitful life. He is the true and better Israel, succeeding 

where they failed, bringing flourishing life and fruit where they dried out and offered nothing 

on the vine. 

During Jesus’s ministry on earth, He said many things that challenged His listeners. In fact, 

He often spoke in parables.He used picture language to relate common objects or concepts 

with Himself or His Kingdom so that people could better understand His character and 

purpose. 

In the book of John, there are seven times in which Jesus says “I am ____.” Each statement 

gives us a glimpse into God’s character and what He’s like. 

Understanding this important concept helps believers to live fruitful and victorious lives. 

Jesus describes Himself as a vine and His followers as branches. In order for us to bear fruit 

(which brings much glory to the Father according to verse 8), we must be rooted and 

connected to Jesus. 

We must remain dependent on Him and resist doing things in our own strength. Why? 

Because without Him, we can do nothing—nothing of eternal value, anyway 

 

Think about. 

If you have a plant to hand, use it. 

This plant has a pain stem (point to it) 

This plant also has lots of little stems coming off it (point to them) 

Sometimes this plant will flower or bear fruit. 

Jesus is like the big stem in the middle. 

We are like the little stems coming off. 

Cut off a small stem…. 

Ask your child(ren) if they think the stem you have cut off, will survive on its own? 

What will happen to that stem?  

http://faithisland.org/faith/3-most-radical-teachings-of-jesus/
http://faithisland.org/faith/learning-to-trust-that-god-is-in-control/


Why, will the other stems which are still attached, stay alive? 

YouTube bible story – I AM THE TRUE VINE 

https://youtu.be/btojLhvXzUc 

 

Prayer 

Dear God 

Thank you for being the True Vine, thank you for providing everything we need to help us 

grow and mature. 

Help us to stay connected to you 

Amen 

 

Crafts & Activities 

Baker ross – wind chimes 

 

 

 

Tying it All Together 

This is the last of the I AM series…. 

In Exodus 3:13-14, Moses and God were having a conversation. God had just told Moses to 

go and tell His people that their deliverance was near, but Moses wondered how the people 

would believe that God sent him: 

“Then Moses said to God, ‘Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 

“The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they say to me, “What is His name?” what 

shall I say to them?’  And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And He said, ‘Thus you 

shall say to the children of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you.”’” 

Jesus is a type of Moses because He came to deliver people from their sins and spiritual 

captivity. John demonstrated that the “I AM” in Exodus was now physically standing in front 

of people, ready to be their Shepherd, their Door to the Father, their Life, their Vine, their 

Light, their Bread of Life, and their Truth. 

He’s the “I AM”—the God of the NOW—ready to be whatever we need Him to be in our 

lives. 

https://youtu.be/btojLhvXzUc


 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Write the names of your family and friends who belong to Jesus in each space. 

 


