
13/06/21 Discussion Study Questions – John’s letters Series – ‘Walking in the 

Truth’. Week 3: Children of God. 

 

Please read:  

1 John Chpt. 3 Additional reading: Romans 8, John 13:35, Galatians 5:6, Heb. 

9:14-15. 

 

Group Leaders – Depending on how much time you have, please select 

some or all of these questions for your group this week. There are more 

questions included later on which may be helpful for further study of the Bible 

passage covered. 

 Have you ever tried to project a certain identity onto others? (Tried to be 

someone or something you’re not?) or…if that question is a bit too personal 

for group discussion, try the next question instead… 

 

 Do you think that within certain settings (inc. churches) there can be a 

pressure on you to come across in a certain way? Why might this be and 

what can be done about it? 

 

 What does the phrase ‘child of God’ mean to you personally? 

 

 Verse 14 says, “We know we have passed from death to life because we 

love each other.” It gives us a family likeness & is evidence of being a child 

of God. What other signs or evidence might we see that show we are safely 

adopted into God’s family? 

 

 Verse 16 talks about ‘laying down our lives’ for others, just as Jesus laid 

down His life for us. How, in practical terms might this be demonstrated in 

our everyday lives? 

 

 Think about the illustration with the bottle of TCP. Like most medicines, if 

used correctly it can heal but if used in the wrong place or in the wrong 

way, it can harm. For some, instead of seeing the evidence and letting it 

help, it pushes them into thinking they’ve not done enough. Verses 19 & 20 

should be a great comfort for any who’s ‘minds condemn them’ into 

thinking ‘I can’t be sure of my salvation’. What words of advice would you 

give to anyone who felt this way and continually ‘beat themselves up’ 

about being unsure that their life was safe in God’s hands? (Read Rom. 8:1, 

Heb. 9:14-15) 

 

 



 

Extra Questions for further reflection / study and prayer. 

 

☺ For some, being uncertain or fretful about their own salvation can 

become their identity – the thing they become known for.  What steps 

do you think could be taken on the road to becoming free of this 

‘straitjacket’ and to living life to the full? 

 

☺ Romans 6-7 contrasts being slaves to sin and slaves to righteousness. 

Discuss some of the points that strike you and how they relate to what 

we have been learning in 1 John 3. 

 

☺ Read through Cain & Abel’s story (Gen. 4:1-16). What do we learn 

about heart attitude and how anger & resentment can turn to hate? 

 

☺ How does knowing we are children of God shed light on the 

command to share what we have with others? 

 

☺ For private prayer: 

 

Pray for by name any who have placed their lives into Jesus’ hands 

but yet struggle to accept the promises God gives about being 

adopted into His family. Pray that they begin to experience the 

freedom & fullness of the life their Heavenly Father so desperately 

wants them to have. 

 

 

 


