
Questions for Sunday June 6th’s message: Commanded to Love 

Sunday’s passage was read from the ‘Passion’ translation which is included 

here: Your attention is drawn to the emboldened key verses and the 

highlighted words that were referenced in the message.. 

Reading: 1 John 2 verses 1 to 15 

You are my dear children, and I write these things to you so that you won’t sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we continually have a forgiving Redeemer who is 
face-to-face with the Father:  Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
whole world.  
 
The New Commandment 
 
3 Here’s how we can be sure that we’ve truly come to know God: if we keep 
his commands.  4 If someone claims, “I have come to know God by 
experience,” yet doesn’t keep God’s commands, he is a phony and the truth 
finds no place in him. 5 But the love of God will be perfected within the one 
who obeys God’s Word. 
We can be sure that we’ve truly come to live in intimacy with God, 6 not 
just by saying, “I am intimate with God,” but by walking in the footsteps 
of Jesus. 
 
7 Beloved, I’m not writing a new commandment to you, but an old one that you 
had from the beginning, and you’ve already heard it. 8 Yet, in a sense, it is a 
new commandment, as its truth is made manifest both in Christ and in you, 
because the darkness is disappearing, and the true light is already blazing.  
9 Anyone who says, “I am in the light,” while holding hatred in his heart toward 
a fellow believer is still in the darkness. 10 But the one who truly loves a 
fellow believer lives in the light, and there is nothing in him that will cause 
someone else to stumble.  11 But whoever hates a fellow believer lives in the 
darkness—stumbling around in the dark with no clue where he is going, for he 
is blinded by the darkness.  
 
Three Stages of Spiritual Maturity 
 
12 I remind you, dear children: your sins have been permanently removed 
because of the power of his name. 13 I remind you, fathers and mothers:  you 
have a relationship with the One who has existed from the beginning. And I 
remind you, young people: you have defeated the Evil One. 14 I write these 
things to you, dear children, because you truly have a relationship with 
the Father. I write these things, fathers and mothers, because you have had a 
true relationship with him who is from the beginning. And I write these things, 
young people, because  (1) you are strong, (2)  the Word of God is 
treasured in your hearts, and (3) you have defeated the Evil One. 



Questions: (based on Sunday’s message) 

1. What words give the believer a re-assurance against any anxiety that they 

may have ‘lost’ their salvation or even that they were never truly 

converted?  

 

2. Why is the alternative translation of ‘advocate’ helpful in understanding the 

role of Jesus as ‘redeemer’ and how does the biblical ‘advocate’ differ from 

our own understanding of the word as a legal term? 

 

3. In what way does the passage suggest that we should pursue ‘intimacy’ in 

the relationship that we should seek deepen with God? 

 

4. What, especially (verses 4-6) should give an assurance of salvation to the 

believer? How would a 1st Century disciple understand this? (footsteps) 

 

5. In John ‘s gospel, ( ch1; vs 5, ch 8 vs 12 and ch 9 vs 5)  Jesus is described 

as  ‘the light” How does John’s command to believers in this passage 

relate to our walking in that light?  

 

6. Describe the three ‘indicators’ of us being in a relationship with God. Are 

you able to give a personal testimony of your own experience in any of 

these? 

 

Supplementary Questions  

(for those who wish to study the rest of the chapter) 

 

1. What does John warn us about that  compromises our authentic 

expression of Christian faith? (verses 15-19) 

 

2. In verse 18 there is NO ‘definite article’ in the original Greek. It is not 

exactly correct to say ‘the’ antichrist; just ‘Antichrist.’ The suggestion is that 

many ‘antichrists’ will arise. These may include actual people or could refer 

to religious or political ‘movements’ as well. Suggest potential contenders 

that may have arisen over the centuries for this undesirable title. 

 

3. How may we recognise, discern, and avoid ‘Antichrists?’ (verses 20 to 26) 

 

4. What difference should the ‘anointing that we have received from God’ 

make in the everyday lives of God’s people. (verses22- 29) 

 


